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SUMMARY:

The project aims to increase access to pre-school education for children from disadvantaged groups
and those living in poverty. Pre-school education is an important period in a child's life with a view to
forming a positive attitude towards school and creating motivation for education. The reasons for not
enrolling in pre-school education are related to social, economic and ethno-cultural factors such as low
income, lack of awareness of the benefits of pre-school education, unemployed adults in the labour
market and etc. The project envisages the implementation of a set of measures as follows:

« providing additional training in Bulgarian language to children with a different mother tongue as an
effective means of social inclusion in the peer group;

« payment of fees for attending kindergarten as a measure to overcome the economic barrier, which is a
main factor for non-participation in pre-school education;

» motivation of parents for active cooperation between family and kindergarten.

A specialized methodology for mastering Bulgarian language from children with different mother
tongue will be developed within the project. As another measure of active inclusion, it is envisaged to
recruit additional teaching staff and to support children found to be in need.

A training to apply a screening test to identify early learning disabilities will be provided to the
teachers in Kkindergarten. Activities on building skills of non-pedagogical specialists, as well as
working and motivating parents for the benefits of pre-school education will support the project
implementation. The project envisages the conduction of two national campaigns to motivate parents
and to overcome negative attitudes and discrimination.

FORESEEN ACTIVITIES (INDICATORS):

Kindergartens supported under the OP to provide an environment for active inclusion in pre-school
education (including early prevention of learning disabilities): 1 500;

Children participating in activities for active inclusion in the pre-primary education system (among
them children from marginalized communities, including Roma, participating in measures of
educational integration and reintegration): 50,000;
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Number of national campaigns for motivation of parentsform the target group: 6;
Number of national campaigns to overcome negative public attitudes and non-discrimination: 6;

Children enrolled in the pre-primary education system (including children from marginalized
communities, including Roma integrated into the education system): 40000;

Relative share of children from vulnerable groups with progress in Bulgarian language from their
participation in the operation: 85%;

Group net rate of enrolled in the kindergartens: 79.97%.



